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a new project on identity and urbanism



Is ‘Cultural Urbanism’ a misnomer? 

All urbanism is cultural, not just that of minorities 
or marginalized groups.



Identity +Space = the Social 
Construction of Urbanism

Henri Lefebvre credits the dominance of Western 
capitalism with the production of “abstract 
space,” characterized by the absence of time, a 
lack of regard for nature, and homogenization 
and hierarchization. LeFebvre’s theory, while 
rooted in a critique of capitalism, substantiates 
the existence of various co-existing productions 
of space, and opens up a theoretical terrain of 

plurality.



Why is the concept of ‘plurality’ 
and cultural spatial production 

important for urbanism? 

Sustainability: As planners and designers seek to re-
envision the capacity of the ‘city,’  design/planning 
professions will increasingly work in historic communities 
of color and marginalized communities, and will have to 
confront the strong emotions and identity politics tied to 
space in the urban core.



Why is the concept of ‘plurality’ 
and cultural spatial production 

important for urbanism? 

Place-making: By bringing traditionally marginalized
concepts of urbanism into the general discourse, we can 
avoid the threat of a banal “livable” streetscape. 



Why is the concept of ‘plurality’ 
and cultural spatial production 

important for urbanism? 

Participatory Methods: There is no shortage of models for 
participatory planning, yet these models largely focus on 
planning as a political process. Developing the physical 
and spatial dimensions of participation elevates the role 
of both planner/designer as well as community beyond 
the metaphor of inclusion.



pluraletantum.com

In 2010, Sarah Nusser and Sara Zewde wrote masters 
theses on Queer Space and Black Urbanism, respectively, 
and recognized synergy in the basic assumptions 
undergirding their work. They enlisted Leila Bozorg and  
Zakcq Lockrem as resident pluralists and a host of guest 
authors to begin the Plurale Tantum project in 2011. 

This web journal contributes a virtual space for ideas on 
the urban design of cities and how they condition – and 
are conditioned by – the multiplicity of social identities 
that inhabit them and the potential of this discourse to 
inform planning and design. 
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Plurale Tantum’s literal translation from Latin is “plural 
only.” In English, the phrase refers to nouns that only 
have a plural form (i.e., “clothes” or “glasses”). The phrase 
communicates a belief that urbanism does not have a 
singular narrative and should be articulated through 
various perspectives, harking back to LeFebvre’s initial 
assertion. Black Urbanism, queer space,  the spatial 
practices of borderless nations,  and urbanism in the 
midst of the Arab Spring are among the many topics being 
explored. 



Black Urbanism

While elements of Black Urbanism present potential 
exemplars for the design and planning disciplines, 
exhibitions of Black Urbanism are overlooked, regarded 
largely as a culture of poverty and the coping mechanisms 
of a marginalized people. 



Queer Space

The narrative of the gay and lesbian gentrifier 
has been latched onto in planning practice, 
but queer spatial experiences that challenge 
planning fundamentals - such as the use of public 
v. private space and the concept of family and 
household - have not.



Planning and Protest

The increasing privatization of both the 
production and control of public space risks 
limiting its historic role as places of social, 
cultural and political expression.   



Spaces of Post-Coloniality

Just as colonial productions of space spoke to power 
relationships between colonizer and colonized, post-
colonial spaces speak to the potentially emancipatory 
power of the city.



Join the conversation!

www.pluraletantum.com

Contact us at: 
pluraletantum.info@gmail.com


